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EXCURSION TO BEAUMARIS
(Regeneration of plants on fire area.)

On Saturday aftetnoon, November 25, some forty excursionists (includ-
ing members of the Bird Observers' Club) visited the scene of last
January's disastrous scrub-fire at Beaumaris—the worst cver experienced
there, A sandy rise of uncleared tea-free scrub, less than half a mile along
Cromer Road irom the beach, was selected for observation, and here the
party split inta several groups, each with 3 botanist ta identify all seedling
plants.  Such seedlings, as had appéared since the burn, were lsted by
each group under two categories, viz,, regrowth from seed of permanent
iocal plants, and inquiline species (carried from neighbouring arcas by
wind or birds).

A halt-hour's scouting was sufficient time for the several groups to
note dowa almost every kind of seedling present within about an acre of
scrubland; the lists were then carrelated and gave the following total
rosult of 53 different seedlings:— ‘

- INQUILINES PERMANENT LOCAL FLORA

mostly wind-blaw
{mostly wind-blown annuals) Clivibibg Llasturm

Grasses— *Red-ink Plant ,
*Auwial Veldr Grass Angular Noon-flower (“pigface”)
*Hare's-toil Grass
*Stlvery Hair Grass Legumes—
*Yorkshire Fog Grass Spike Acocia
*Quaking Grass (“Shell Grass™) Lae Black Wattle
*Lessey Quaking Grass Pale Wedge-pea
*Annual Poa ’ Showy DBossca
*Brome Fescup Creeping Bossea
*Rat-tail Festwe *Tagasaste
*Gorse (“iurze”)
Coarse Club-rush *Clustered Clover
*M oitse-eqr Chickuwesd Sca;let Caral-pea
*French -Catchfly *Dolichos
*Fumitory . . L
*Indizn Hedge-mustard Crecp g Wood-sotrel
Austral Stonecrop Woedding-bush
Rufous Stonecrop *Carolina Mallow
.gﬁi’r‘}gf S},‘,’,‘;‘Z“,’,{;‘,’ Bundled Guineo-flower
‘ilfagk N%htshgde Silky Guinea-flowear
rican Box-thora
*Buck’s-horn Plantain Mannz Gam
Tiny Biue-bell (not in Census) Coast Tea-iree
) ' Common Beard-heath
Composites— Ridveqvorasd :
Common Cotula - HPREP
*White Cudweed Wangarno Apple
Cotton Fireweed Stinkweed
*Groundsel .
*Cape-wueed

*Spear Thistle
¥Sow Thistle
*Cat’s~-cor (“flatweed"}

In the faregoing table, the predominant seedlings are indicated by italie
type and naturalized aliens by means of an asterisk. Seedlings only are
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gwen, not shoot regrowlh from perenminl root-stocks, chizomes, or tubers
which outlived the fire. It 7s to be noted that, among the inquilines, anihual
grasses and composites necupy @ peomiment position (1A species, or mare
than hali}; members of these Llwo large families are always among the
first plants to pepulate a sterilized reglon—hy virtue of Uwir very susall,
light sceds, so readily carricd away i air curcents, OF the permaunent
laeal flora, the comparatively heavy seeds of legumics (i the gennination
of which {ire is even benchicial) account for nearly half the species recarded,
viz, 10 aut of 24; these were danhtless aleecarly in the soil betore destruction
of the averhead cover.

SOME GENERAL NOTES ON POST-FIRE PIONERRS

Writing in the Natwralist, June, 1940, Mr, W. L. Williamis veports an
the rcgrowlh at Dromana throughout '16 months following the holocavst
of Jaunary, 1939. He, tuo, divided the young plants into two classes and
found buth introdocsd and aative grasses. to be carly colomzers among
wind-blawn aanuals; there were later abundant seedlings of Coast Tea-tree
and Swamp Paper-hark, with 4eme Drooping Sheoke, hut no sprotts. were
discernible on any of the damaged, hlackened spars—rather a helpful factor,
as they afforded <onsiderable protection to the seedlings duting tender
infancy. Mr. Nael Lothian (alse 1 1940) diseussed the astomishing zpread
of Quicn-grass and Cape-weed within six manths of the bushfire which
wronght such havace iy Torguay.

Recalanizatian by plants of ateas from which the matural vegeration has
been completely erdased by amense heat (fires, volcanic action, ete)) has
always hzon a subject of great iuterest to the ecological botanist. It i
only at such 4 time that queslions as, to the vitality of seods, speed aof
dispersal, svurvival' power, aggressiveness or ecotnpetitivenes of differem
specics can be studied i detail.

A clussical opportunity was provided on a grand scale between May and
Avgusl, 1883 the worst 2eries of voleawic ertptions withnn humean know-
ledge then vasited the denscly-fnrested trapic island of Krakatea (betwéen
Java and Sumatra) and completely obliterated cvery wvestige of plant life.
Less than a year alterwards the French scientist Cotteau landed on the
island, but he failed to find % single hving plant,  Trailh, however, who
made a close survey iwo years later (IB8S), discovered nal anly Tower
cryptogams but 26 differcnt vascular plants, including eleven ierns, four -
comprosites and ope grass (all wind-borne), and several trees of the strand
(fram spangy, sea-horne fruts),

Victorians ailawed a galden opportunity for carrying ot similar detailed
strveys to slip away altee the unprecedented hushfires of Jantary, 193%:
Bul our Byitish {viends. have been husy sinee 1940 Yisung plants thar have
comt up an bombed-out areas i the heart of London. Cammengst among
the bamb-crater pioneers are Aanual Poa, Willow-herh, Flea-bane, Ground-
sef and Coli’s-fooi—again a high percentize of wind-borne composites.

T T Wnais.
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'ERRATA

[11 “Flawer Perfumes and their Classification” (Fich. Nuof,, Deoo 1044 )
the following typographical ervors call for correction, vie—
Page 134, G0 line from hottom, for Sportium read Spartition,
Fage 136, firgt dine, for adoratissimus vead edoyatissinus
Page 136, nole 8, szcond ling, for Afveina read hireiva. LW



